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Response to Comment Letter L9:

L9-1 DOE has not canceled the Plutonium Immobilization project for disposition of certain
quantities of surplus plutonium, nor has DOE selected a technology for HLW salt processing
(although this Final SEIS states DOE’s preferred alternative).  Rather, the Secretary of
Energy has decided to suspend plutonium immobilization activities because the President’s
budget for Fiscal Year 2002 and beyond would not simultaneously support the peak
construction of the Pit Disassembly and Conversion Facility, the Mixed Oxide Fuel
Fabrication Facility, and the Plutonium Immobilization Facility.  In addition, because DOE
now anticipates that a salt processing alternative would not be operational until about Fiscal
Year 2010, cesium-bearing HLW would not be available to support the immobilization
project until that time, if DOE selects a salt processing alternative that would produce
cesium-bearing HLW for vitrification.  The environmental evaluation in this EIS is an
important factor in DOE’s selection of a salt processing alternative.

L9-2 DOE acknowledges the State of Georgia’s opinion regarding the Direct Disposal in Grout
alternative.  Section 7.1 of the EIS describes DOE’s process for making waste incidental to
reprocessing determinations.  Any salt processing alternative that DOE selected for
implementation would be subjected to this process which, as described in Section 7.1, would
include consultation with the Nuclear Regulatory Commission.

L9-3 DOE recognizes that the Direct Disposal in Grout alternative would not allow the production
of vitrified HLW that would support the plutonium immobilization described in DOE/EIS-
0283, Surplus Plutonium Disposition (November 1999), and selected for disposition of
certain quantities of plutonium in the Record of Decision (65 FR 1608, January 11, 2000).
DOE describes this situation in Section 2.8.3 of the SEIS.  Nonetheless, DOE has considered
the Direct Disposal in Grout alternative throughout the technology review and evaluation
process, as described in the SEIS.

L9-4 DOE acknowledges the State of Georgia’s preference for the Ion Exchange alternative.


